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Ambassador Zebari meets Greek Foreign Minister Kotzias
On 30th March, the Greek Foreign
Minister, H.E. Mr. Kotzias received the
Ambassador of Iraq, H.E. Gazi Zebari,
and all Ambassadors and Heads of
Mission of Arab countries at the
Ministry’s headquarters, stressing the
importance of the historic relations between Greece and the Arab world
and enhance prospects of cooperation.

Ambassador Zebari holds talks with Ambassador Mavroides
Following the assumption of duties, the Iraqi
Ambassador H.E. Gazi Zebari, met on March
10th with the Director General for Political
affairs, Ambassador Petros Mavroides and
discussed about the relations between Greece
and Iraq and prospects bilateral cooperation.

President Masum meets British Foreign Secretary
On March 17th, the Iraqi President Fuad
Masum met with the British Foreign Secretary
Philip Hammond and his accompanying
delegation in al-Salam Palace in Baghdad and
emphasized Iraq’s urgent need for an
international support for its reconstruction and enhancement of economy.
President Masum praised the support of the U.K. through the international
coalition against terrorism, as well as its humanitarian aid to Iraq.

Iraq exports first shipment of natural gas
On 20th March, Iraq exported the first shipment of natural gas condensate in its history, a
cargo of about 10,000 standard cubic feet of
gas. Iraq’s natural gas reserves are estimated
at 112 trillion cubic meters.

Iraqi Government condemns Brussels terrorist attacks
The Iraqi government strongly condemned the 22nd March bomb
attacks in Brussels and called for the strengthening of cooperation
between different countries at all levels. The Iraqi Foreign Ministry stated
that the international community needs to exert more efforts to eliminate
the terrorists’ recruitment and training centers.
ISSUED BY THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ- ATHENS

i-News
▪ FM Jaafari received at
Baghdad the UN SecretaryGeneral, the President of the
World Bank and the
President of the Islamic
Development Bank to
discuss the fight against
terrorism and the current
economic crisis in Iraq. 26/3
▪ The President of the World
Bank Jim Yong Kim
announced the allocation of
250 million dollars to
restore the basic
infrastructure in the
liberated areas in Iraq. 26/3
▪ Ambassador Zebari
participating to the
celebrations of the Greek
national day attended the
parade, in the presence of
President Pavlopoulos, high
ranking officials and
members of the diplomatic
corps. 25/3
▪ PM Abadi congratulated
the Iraqi and especially the
Kurdish people on the
occasion of Nowruz holidays
and wished for the final
victory over terrorism. 21/3
▪ Refugees of Kurdish origin
celebrated Nowruz at
Idomeni camp. 21/3
▪ The total number of
returning families to Jalawla
reached 3,500. 20/3
▪ US Secretary of State John
Kerry announced that the
United States has
determined that ISIS' action
against the Yazidis and
other minority groups in
Iraq and Syria constitutes
genocide. 17/3
▪ President of Kurdistan
region Massoud Barzani
inaugurated the American
University in Dohuk. 14/3
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E.U.– Turkey deal comes into effect
Effective from 20th March, hoping the control the immigration flows, the
E.U.–Turkey deal foresees that all irregular migrants crossing from Turkey
into Greece will be sent back and for each Syrian returned to Turkey, a
Syrian migrant will be resettled in another E.U. country. The deal also
foresees that Turkish nationals should have access to the Schengen
passport-free zone by June, while the EU will speed up the allocation of
€3bn in aid to Turkey. Both sides agreed to "re-energize" Turkey's bid to
join the European bloc with talks due to start in July.

Greece and Turkey sign bilateral agreements
PM Tsipras visited Izmir for the 4th session
of a High-Level Cooperation Council aiming
to further improve bilateral relations
between the two countries. The two leaders
signed 6 agreements, among them the
maritime connection between the ports of
Thessaloniki and Izmir, the railway between Thessaloniki and Istanbul as
well as agreements on closer tourism cooperation.

UN Refugee Agency: Μore than 1M refugees in Greece
The UNHCR latest figures showed that since the beginning of 2016 up to
March 14th more than 143,634 people have crossed into Greece from
Turkey. Since 1.1. 2015 the total number of land and sea arrivals has
reached 1,000,357. Since the beginning of 2016, 448 people have drowned
or gone missing trying to reach safety in Europe.

The President of Armenia visits Greece
The President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan
met with the Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
on 15th March, as part of his official visit in
Greece to outline new opportunities of
cooperation. President Pavlopoulos received
his Armenian counterpart on 14th March and
held a banquet in his honor. Concluding his
visit in Greece, the Armenian President visited Cyprus next.

Jolie visits refugee camps in Greece and meets with PM
On 16th March the Goodwill Ambassador for
the United Nations Angelina Jolie visited
refugee camps in Greece and promised,
during her meeting with PM Tsipras, to
further stress the importance of support
for Greece in tackling the refugees’ influx,
while she did not omit to express her
intention to visit he Greek islands for summer holidays as a sign of
support.
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i-News
▪ President Fuad Masum met
with the Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi in Cairo
to discuss bilateral
cooperation in the
economic, security, military,
tourism, and cultural
fields. 9/3
▪ The United Nations
provided a grant to Iraq
worth $ 25 million to
support women and youth.
3/3
▪ Iraq signs contract of €273
millions with Italian company
to maintain Mosul Dam. 2/3
▪ UN announces death and
injury of about 2,000 Iraqis in
violent acts in February. 2/3
▪ President Masum received
an official invitation from the
Armenian President Serzh
Sargsyan to visit Armenia.
2/3
▪ Minister of Foreign Affairs
Dr. Ibrahim Al-Jaafari met
the Algerian Prime Minister,
Mr. Abdelmalek Sellal and
reviewed the bilateral
relations between Iraq and
Algeria. 29/2
Iraqis return to homeland
For this month the Consulate
has recorded that 55 Iraqi
refugees have returned
voluntarily to Iraq with the
support of the Embassy and
I.O.M.’s “Assisted Voluntary
Returns” program. Since
2010, 6,158 Iraqis in total
have returned.
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