
 

 

 
 
 

 

▪According to the UN       
report an estimated 3,500 
people are being held as 
slaves in Iraq by the “Islamic 
State” terrorists and at least 
18,802 civilians were killed 
in Iraq from January 2014 to 
October 2015, and 36,245 
were wounded.  19/1 
 
▪  The Consul of the Iraqi 
Embassy in Athens, Mr. 
Mansour Jorani visited    
Cyprus and held meetings 
with officials of the Cyprus 
Foreign Affairs Ministry to 
discuss current                 
developments and the     
enhancement of bilateral 
relations. 12/1  
 
▪  PM Abadi visited Ramadi 
to celebrate victory over 
ISIS. 4/1  

▪  FM Jaafari visited Cairo to 
attend the Arab 
League emergency meeting. 
24/12 

▪ Italy opened its Consulate  
in Erbil,  in a ceremony     
attended by the President of 
Italian Senate, Mr. Grasso 
and PM Barzani. 23/12 
 
▪  Iraqi Cabinet reiterated its 
call for Turkey to withdraw its 
troops from Iraq immediately. 
16/12 

▪  Saudi Arabia announced 
the formation of anti–
terrorism Islamic military 
coalition consisting of 34 
countries. PM Abadi        
described this coalition as 
“paper alliance”. 15/12 

▪  Iraqi Finance Minister 
Zebari met with the Italian 
Ambassador in Iraq, Marco 
Carnelos in order to        
conclude on a legal formula 
concerning the issue of 
maritime armament         
contracts. 14/12 ISSUED BY  THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ- ATHENS 
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On 24th December, Foreign Affairs      
Minister Dr. Ibrahim Al-Jaafari met the 
Prime  Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al
-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. During the 
meeting, they reviewed the bilateral     
relations and means to promote them in 
the interest of the two countries.   

On January 25th, the newly appointed Ambassador of 

the Republic of Iraq to Greece, H.E. Mr. Gazi Zebari was 

received by the Chief of Protocol of the Hellenic         

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Dimitrios    

Zevelakis, to whom he presented a copy of his             

credentials in view of his official accreditation.  

Ambassador Zebari meets with Greek Chief of Protocol 

On 18th January, PM Abadi stated that lifting the economic embargo on Iran 
contributes to the endorsement of the region’s security, stability and     
prosperity. PM Abadi congratulated the Islamic Republic of Iran and its 
people on lifting the economic embargo as well as on the beginning of the 
nuclear agreement implementation. During his visit to Tehran, in early 
January, FM Jaafari met the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Hassan 
Rouhani and the Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council, Mr. 
Ali Shamkhani. The two sides, reviewed the situation regionally and         
internationally, and the impact of latest developments on the security and 
stability of the region.  

PM Abadi on lifting Iran’s embargo and nuclear agreement 

FM Jaafari receives the newly appointed Saudi Ambassador 

On 14th January, FM Jaafari received a 
copy of the credentials of the Saudi     
Ambassador to Iraq Mr. Thamer          
AlSabhan. FM Jaafari said that the           
re-opening the Saudi embassy after a 25-
year rupture represents a success for 
Iraqi diplomacy and mentioned that he 
is due to visit Riyadh to discuss            
activating mutual cooperation and       

securing stability in the region. On 24th January, Iraq's foreign ministry 
summoned Saudi Arabia's ambassador to protest his "interference" in the 
country's internal affairs over remarks on militia forces fighting ISIS. 

FM Jaafari meets Kuwaiti PM 



 
 

 

 
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▪  Turkish Defense         
Minister Ismet Yilmaz 
visited Baghdad as a part 
of the crisis, which        
escalated with the         
deployment of Turkish 
troops near Mosul. 14/12 
 
▪  FM Jaafari denied the         
existence of any agreement 
with Turkey regarding the 
entry of troops to Iraq and 
the Iraqi MFA filed a           
complaint to the Security 
Council concerning Turkey’s 
breach of Iraq's  sovereignty. 
12/12 
 
▪  In a meeting with FM 
Jaafari, Ján Kubiš,               
Representative of the UN    
Secretary-General asserted 
that the UN considers       
Turkey's move as a violation 
of Iraq's sovereignty. 11/12 

 ▪ Iraq will receive $1.2     
billion loan from the          
IMF for the reconstruction of 
the liberated areas. 10/12 
 
 ▪ Baghdad Provincial    
Council voted on boycotting 
the Turkish products and 
any agreement with Turkish 
companies. 8/12  

ISSUED BY  THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ- ATHENS 

DECEMBER-JANUARY 2016, ISSUE 42 

For this month the Consulate 
has recorded that 35 Iraqi 
refugees have returned     
voluntarily to Iraq with the 
support of the Embassy and 
I.O.M.’s “Assisted Voluntary 
Returns” program. Since 
2010,  6,077 Iraqis in total 
have returned. 

Embassy of the Republic of Iraq 
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Iraqis return to homeland 

Greek parliament votes to recognize Palestinian state  

The Greek parliament voted in a     
resolution recognizing the state of           
Palestine on 22nd December, making 
it the latest European legislative body 
to recognize Palestine statehood. The 
voting took place during a special   
parliamentary session attended by 
Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian 

President, and Alexis Tsipras, the Greek Prime Minister. After the vote, 
President Abbas delivered a speech in the Greek assembly calling on all 
countries to recognize Palestine as a state and support a two-state          
solution in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The state of Palestine currently 
enjoys bilateral recognition from 137 nations. 

Greece to receive €80m from EU to help house refugees  

On 14th December, the European commission has pledged to provide an 
€80m aid to Greece to help house refugees through schemes including an 
apartment rental program, hotel vouchers and subsidies to families who 
will host refugees. The scheme aims to provide 20,000 additional            
reception places to the country on the frontline of Europe’s  migration    
crisis. Asylum seekers and candidates seeking relocation elsewhere in 
Europe will be eligible. 

According to a statement on 3rd January by Al-Rafidain List in the            
Kurdistan Region Parliament, the Head of the party, Jacob Georgis met in    
Erbil with the Vice Speaker of the European Parliament Richard Hanski, 
and discussed the overall general political situation and the development 
of the Chaldean Syriac and Assyrian people in the region and the whole of 
Iraq and the reality of the displaced people from Mosul and the Nineveh 
Plain and the life difficulties they face. For his part, EP Vice– President 
Hanski stressed that the EU continues to support Iraq and the Kurdistan 
Region in the war against  terrorism  noting that the European Union will 
have a clear role in the reconstruction of areas affected by the war on 
ISIS,  including the Nineveh Plain.  

The E.U. reaffirms its continued support for Iraq  

Iraq’s willingness to contain and resolve this crisis 
through diplomatic channels calls for friendly       
countries to make the necessary efforts to urge       
Turkey to withdraw unconditionally its military 
troops from the Iraqi territories. In this respect, Iraqi 
Embassy Chargé d’ Affaires a.i. in Athens, Mr. Swadi, 
held talks on 12th January with  the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on National Defense and Foreign 
Affairs of the Hellenic Parliament, Mr. Constantinos 
Douzinas, on 7th January with the Turkish                   

Ambassador in Greece, H.E. Mr. Uras, and on 5th January with the Acting 
Head of the A6 Directorate for Arab countries and the Middle East of the 
Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mantelos.   

Iraqi Embassy Chargé d’ Affaires a.i. holds talks on Turkish troops 


